NOTES AND QUERIES.
Quaker Membership of Benjamin West.-This question does not appear to be settled to the satisfaction of all. That he was not a member was owing to the fact that his parents were not members at his birth and no application for membership was ever made for or by him. His mother was disowned about the time of her marriage and his father did not become a member until long after the son's birth. It remains to explain why he claimed to be and was willing to be classed as a Friend. In this respect he was like many at the present day.
His relatives were Friends and he was doubtless brought up in the attendance of their meetings, and so had no affiliations with any other sect. I have frequently been told by persons that they were rightfully Friends because, as they thought, their parents were such, when I knew that the latter were merely attendere of the meetings for worship, of the Society. views are very apparent in the "Concessions and Agreements of the Proprietors," and there is no doubt that his experience in the Jersey plans was of the greatest assistance to him in his Pennsylvania enterprise.
Dr. Tanner's volume, issued under the auspices of the Columbia University, New York, is packed full of information gathered from many sources, and put in a shape easy of consultation. All students of this part of American colonial history will feel grateful to him. The references to individual Friends, and to their connection with the provinces are numerous, full and sympathetic. The book, however, is one for the student, not the general reader, for it is in no sense popular, and the style is not very attractive. The author states that "the chief object of this study is to give an account of the political institutions of New Jersey during the period of her executive union with New York," but in doing this it has been needful to cover a wider field, for which many will thank him. Reports of the Treasurer and the Auditing Committee, and the report of the Nominating Committee were read.
The President called attention to the fact that the annual membership dues of One Dollar each did not amount to a sufficient sum to meet the expenses of the Society, and invited those who were
